
minutes. As soon as the target was hit,
Van Tassell wanted to shut down the
rig to ensure no dollars were chewed
up unnecessarily. Then the drill would
be dismantled and moved to another
location pinpointed on the grid.

Van Tassell did not know what he
was onto yet, except the unusual 99-
per-cent core recovery indicated that
the pieces of the puzzle were slipping
into the right places.

He parked and led his assistant a
short distance down the hill to the ply-
wood drill shack. The change in the
Longyear 38Õs engine noise meant the
two-man crew had just pulled the core
barrel and were ready to drill again.

The engine revved. As Van Tassell
greeted the crew, his brown eyes swept
the neat rows of smooth marble-white
cylinders nestled in the wooden boxes.

Casually choosing a piece of rock
caused the core grabber to go com-
pletely out of character.

He whooped inarticulately, flung
his ballcap to the ceiling and yelped
over the engineÕs noise, ÒItÕs a hot one!
ItÕs loaded with ruby silver!Ó

He grabbed the 50-pound tray of
NQ-sized core, charged to the truck
and was returning for another load
before the assistant or driller had time
to offer help or to deliver the core trays
to the geology shack.

Van Tassell had waited four years
for this news. He wasnÕt about to let
this treasure out of his sight.

He had discovered what was devel-
oped into the aorta to the Keno Hill
vein system, a veritable showpiece
responsible for 60 per cent of all the
silver produced from the companyÕs
six operating mines.

The company principals, share-
holders and a lot of Yukoners were
indebted.

ÒThe company owes me nothing,Ó
Van Tassell insisted, modestly, in a
1974 interview.

ÒI got a regular paycheque to do a
job. I hope the company and I are
even.Ó

* * *

Jane Gaffin is author of Cashing
In , a definitive history of the YukonÕs
hardrock mining industry, 1898 to
1977.

Next week: Jim McFaull finds his
niche with United Keno.
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The puzzle was coming together

John Trout passed away Sept. 15th, 2004 a t
Whitehorse General Hospital at the age of 644
years. John will always be remembered with
special love by his wife Elizabeth (Liz), daughhter 
Terri of Edmonton, AB, sons Don (Kaya) of thhe
Yukon and Jay (Patricia) grandsons Emerson &&
Everett. Stepdaughters Brenda (Dave) grandsson
Jason, and Andrea (D.J.) grandson Aidan
Dawson, all of Vancouver, B.C.; and many
relatives. John will also be sadly missed by hiss
many friends, and everyone whose life John
has touched. 

Grace and Ross Ogram Trout, of Bashaw, AB
and Stan of Vancouver, B.C. predeceased Johhn.

A graveside service will be held in Bashaw, AB on September 22nd, 2004 at 2:00 pm at theB on September 22nd , 2004 at 2:00 pm at the
Bashaw Cemetery, reception to follow at the United Church.

f flowers, if friends so desire, memorial donations may be made to Lung 
er Research, Diabetes Foundation, or to the Heart & Stroke Foundation.

Memorial Service will also be held at the Mt. McInt yre Recreation
entre in Whitehorse on Saturday, Oct. 2nd, 2004 at 2:00 pm. Please
oin us for a Celebration of John’s accomplishments and adventures, 
especially those along the Alaska Highway and in the Gold Fields.

Continued from page 8

SURFACING FROM HUSKY Ð Just up from a 1974 visit to the Husky deposit are, left to right,
John Holzapfel, the mine captain and tour guide; author Jane Gaffin; and Dr. Ed Haldemann,
a Toronto-based Falconbridge Nickel geologist.

Photo submitted

Lobird Park is now able to consol-
idate the three portions of Commis-
sionerÕs land next to it thatÕs currently
being leased from the territorial gov-
ernment.

City council voted in favour of the
subdivision which allows the consoli-
dation at its Monday evening meeting. 

While Whitehorse Savings Ltd. had
applied in the past for the consolida-
tion, it was deferred because of land
claim negotiations with the Kwanlin
Dun First Nation. The intervention was
removed in early 2003 with survey
authority being granted by the territo-
rial government for the three pieces of
land next to the trailer park. 

The consolation will see the trailer
park gain a 3.73-hectare parcel to the
north, a 9.3-hectare parcel to the east
and a 7.4-hectare parcel to the south of
the trailer park. 

The land on the north and east side
have been leased by Whitehorse Sav-
ings since 1987, and have a water well
along with other infrastructure and a
road. 

The owners want to use the 9.4-
hectare section of land to install a reser-
voir and expand the trailer park. 

The 7.4-hectare site has also been
leased to the trailer park since 1987. It
currently has a sewage lagoon and other
infrastructure. The water licence to
operate the lagoon is valid until 2020. 

The consolidation requires the Pub-
lic Use Land Dedication be taken in the
form of cash for 10 per cent of the
assessed land value of the 20.43
hectares being consolidated.

Council
approves
trailer park
subdivision


